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EDITORIAL 



The movement for a reorganization of the common-school 
system is rapidly gaining headway. All who are interested in 
English and English teaching may well inquire, therefore, what 
the Six-Six effect the plan which is coming into vogue will have 
8,1 on that subject. The prevailing tendency is to regard 

the secondary school as beginning with the seventh grade and to 
divide the six high-school grades into two groups of three each, 
that is, into a junior and a senior high school. This places the 
ninth grade with the seventh and eighth, and at once raises the 
question what the character of the work in that grade should be. 
The development so far observed seems to indicate that a more 
practical type of course will be given there. Having become the 
culmination instead of the beginning of a series of grades the 
ninth grade attracts to it the most experienced teachers, and since 
it is thought of as providing common-school training in preparation 
for life instead of academic training in preparation for advanced 
study, both administrative officers and teachers are naturally 
inclined to emphasize oral expression, letter-writing, the use of 
periodicals, and correct and effective presentation of ideas related 
to the ordinary experience of youth. The quality of the work 
ought to improve because of the departmental instruction intro- 
duced into the seventh and eighth grades, which brings with it 
the possibility of individual promotion. Duplication of material 
should now disappear from the junior high school and is not likely 
to cause difficulty in the tenth grade because of the close relation 
which the two high schools bear to each other. 



